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H.R. 1385: Thomasina E. Jordan Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Recognition Act of 
2009 (Moran – D-VA) 
  
 Introduced on March 9, 2009, H.R.1385 would extend federal recognition to the 
Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the Chickahominy Indian Tribe-Eastern Division, the Upper 
Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappahannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Indian Nation, and the 
Nansemond Indian Tribe.  This legislation is similar to H.R. 1294 which passed the 
House by voice vote in the 110th Congress.  H.R. 1385 also ensures that lands currently 
owned by the tribes will, upon tribal request, be held in trust status and made a part of 
their reservation.   
 
 All six Indian tribes to be recognized by H.R. 1385 are signatories of the 1677 
“Treaty Between Virginia And The Indians”.  The Treaty was signed at the Camp of 
Middle Plantation on May 29, 1677 and is also known as the “Treaty of Middle 
Plantation.”  While the ancestors of these six tribes resided in Virginia when the first 
white settlers arrived–and thousands of years before–last year’s 400th anniversary 
celebration of the Jamestown settlement occurred with none of the tribes being 
recognized by the federal government. All six tribes have obtained state recognition by 
the State of Virginia.  Former Virginia Governors George Allen, Mark Warner, and 
current Governor Tim Kaine have endorsed the Tribes’ recognition and status as 
sovereign governments. 
 
 The bill authorizes the Secretary of Interior to place land in trust for the tribes.  
Further, the bill prohibits the tribes from conducting gaming on their lands.   
 
 If enacted, H.R.1385 would help to offset decades of deliberate discrimination.  
For much of the last century, the state of Virginia stripped the tribes of their identities.  
Dr. Walter Ashby Plecker, who served as the first Registrar of the Virginia Bureau of 
Vital Statistics from 1912-1947, was one of the main proponents of this campaign to 
eradicate the native peoples of Virginia.  Plecker set out to rid the Commonwealth of 
Virginia of any records that proved the existence of Indians or Indian tribes living 
therein.   
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